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What You Should Know 
About Cost Per Square Foot
As a licensed and insured California State General Contractor for 

over 35 years, one of the most frequently asked questions we 

receive is “how much do you charge per square foot to build”? 

Our response is that there is no set amount and it varies greatly.

Cost Variables
These are the variables that need to be taken into consideration when determining 
what the cost per square foot will be:

• Do you want cost for just the building?

• Is this just a living area, or do want to include a garage, decks, patio’s, etc.?

• Do you want to include fees from cites, state, and utility companies?

• What about hardscape, driveways, and landscaping?

• Are the costs of design, and engineering fees included?

• Is there sewer, septic, well or city water, propane, or natural gas?

• Is the electric power overhead, or underground?

What You Need to Know
Here are the questions you going to have to know answers to about the structure:

• What does the lot look like? Is it flat, or is there a slope? If so, how much of one?

• Is the lot easily accessible?

• How many bathrooms? This is important as the cost per square foot of baths are 
higher than the cost for bedrooms. 

• Quality of home? You can easily spend a lot of money on a small space. 

• What about the design of the home? Is it something that can be easily built or did 
the architect draw something up that has never been done before?

•  Where are you building? When the demand in an area is high, so is the price.
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Tract vs. Custom
Remember when price comparing a tract home that has been built over and over 
again using the same subcontractors, purchasing material, and labor in bulk, a one 
of a kind custom home cannot compete.

All of that being said, the price is continuing to increase as California continues to 
increase fee’s, and implement new costs on builders, designers, and engineers.

In Conclusion
To sum things up, our most recent home completed in the Fall of 2018 and was $242 
per square foot (cost of property not included). This is why we highly recommend 
finding your builder first. Someone you can trust, that has an open book policy,  
and will guide you through the complicated, and often costly process, of 
residential construction.
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WJKCM.COM

Our Story  

We exist to build prestigious residential environments where families can thrive 
and make memories. Building a custom home or adding on to your current home 
can easily make you feel stressed and overwhelmed. There are so many decisions, 
so many deadlines, and so many unexpected costs.

Nothing is worse than a day passing without any progress toward the home of your 
dreams. Our goal is to have everything come together on time and on budget. We 
will help you get the construction process under control, monitor quality, and keep 
your project on schedule and on budget.
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